
TransPacific Partnership Agreement:  A Primer

Canadian International Law Student's Conference 2016

January 29, 2016



Overview: Concentric 
Circle Approach – Core 
– Trade in Goods

∞ Special Treatment:

∞Textiles and apparel

∞Supply management

∞Automotive

∞Distinctive products

∞Alcohol

∞Forest products

Special Treatment of 
Specific Goods 

(Chapters 2, 3 and 4)

Elimination/ 
Reduction of 
quantitative 
Restrictions
Chapter 2

Tariff Reduction

(Chapter 2)

Tariff Elimination

(Chapter 2)

Opportunities

Knowledge

Market 
Access
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Overview: Concentric 
Circle Approach – Core 
– Trade in Goods

TBT Measures
(Chapter 8)

SBS Measures
(Chapter 7)

Trade Remedies 
(Chapter 6)

Customs Matters

(Chapter 5)

Rules of Origin

(Chapter 3)

Trade in 
Goods

(Chapters 
2 and 4)

Knowledge

Experience

Compliance
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Overview: Concentric 
Circle Approach – Core 
– Comprehensive PTA

Investment
(Chapter 9)

Government Procurement
(Chapter 15)

Temporary Entry
Business Persons

(Chapter 12)

Telecommunications 
and Financial Services
(Chapter 11 and 13)

Services
(Chapter 10)

Trade in 
Goods

Experience

Opportunities

Access
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Overview: Concentric Circle 
Approach – Core Comprehensive 
PTA

Regulatory Coherence
(Chapter 25)

Transparency and 
Anticorruption
(Chapter 26)

Environment
(Chapter 20)

Labour
(Chapter 19)

E-Commerce
(Chapter 14)

Intellectual 
Property

(Chapter 18)

Core PTA 
Provisions

Knowledge

Action

Experience
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Overview: Concentric 
Circle Approach – Core 
– Operational

Knowledge

Transparency

Cooperation
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Final Provisions
(Chapter 30)

Dispute Settlement
(Chapter 28)

Administration/ Institutions
(Chapter 27)

Exceptions
(Chapter 29)

Trade in Goods & 
Services & 
Investment

Exceptions

1. General Exceptions
2. Security Exceptions
3. Safeguard
4. Taxation Measures
5. Tobacco Control
6. Treaty of Waitangi
7. Traditional Knowledge 

and Traditional 
Cultural Exceptions



Overview:  Concentric Circle 
Approach – Core Emerging 
Issues

Transparency Anti-
Corruption

(Chapter 26)

Development
(Chapter 23)

Competitiveness 
Business Facilitation

(Chapter 22)

SOEs
(Chapter 17)

SMEs
(Chapter 24)
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Experience

Knowledge

Transparency
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